2026 Midwest U.S. - Japan
Association Conference

Indiana Governor Mike Braun and the Indiana Office of Commerce, in partnership with the
Japan-America Society of Indiana, are pleased to announce the 56th annual Joint Meeting
of the Midwest U.S. — Japan Association and the Japan-Midwest Association (MWJA), will be
held in Indianapolis at the Westin Hotel from Sept. 9-11,2026.

For over 50 years, Governors and executives of leading corporations in both Japan and the
United States have attended the Joint Meeting as a principal forum for fostering the growth
of investment, trade, and innovation.

“Indiana is proud to act as the host site for 2026, and we recognize the importance of this
alliance,” said Gov. Braun. "Just as Indiana works to engage our regions for economic
development, this association's global strategy helps us gather industry and government
leaders across states and regions of the U.S. to help grow key partnerships with Japan that
further innovation.”

Gov. Braun, the Indiana Office of Commerce and the Japan-America Society of Indiana
encourage you to support this once-in-20-years opportunity to showcase our great state
among a premiere gathering of business leaders from both countries.

MWIJA is comprised of 10 member States including lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio and Wisconsin. Additionally, the
collaboration includes leading corporations of Japan represented by presidents and senior
executives, as well as Japanese Prefectures with relationships in the Midwest, represented
by the prefectural Governors.

The MWIJA Conference strives to increase understanding throughout the Midwest business
community of Japan’s markets and resources, while showcasing the Midwest as America’s
most dynamic business environment. Ultimately, further developing understanding in
Japan of direct foreign investment opportunities in Midwest communities and the export
potential of Midwest companies.

Hosting duties alternate between Japan and the Midwest member states. Indiana
previously hosted in 2006 and 1989.

Learn more by visiting the Midwest U.S.-Japan Association online:
https://www.midwest-japan.org/
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